
Editorial  

 
The importance of sputum smear microscopy for the diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis cannot 

be over emphasized. The Designated Microscopy Center (DMC) is the basic unit of the 

laboratory network under the Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP). The 

programme has developed an excellent system of External Quality Assessment (EQA) to monitor 

the quality of the performance of sputum smear microscopy at the DMCs. The article titled 

“Implementation of External Quality Assessment (EQA) in RNTCP: Challenges and way 

forward” succinctly describes the common challenges encountered during the implementation of 

EQA at all levels – sub-district, district and state.  

 

The tremendous impact of digitization on scholarly communications across the globe not only 

supports research activities but also to a large extent prevents duplication of research. This not 

only results in better utilization of funds but also improves the quality of research. The article on 

“Research Documentation portal – A walkthrough from Concept to Reality” concisely traverses 

the efforts put in by National Tuberculosis Institute, Bangalore through the years to build a 

database of Research conducted by the institute and also other organizations in India. The 

objective of the research compendium and database was to provide access to researchers, TB 

workers, administrators and students to the research conducted by NTI and other Institutes of 

repute. 

 

The involvement of medical colleges in RNTCP has been a successful one and has yielded 

substantial results. Medical colleges have played a significant role in the service delivery, 

advocacy, training and operational research pertaining to RNTCP. The article titled 

“Encouraging operational research in tuberculosis at medical colleges: What is required?” 

highlights some of the important operational research studies on tuberculosis control conducted 

by medical colleges  and also emphasizes the need for the programme to help the medical college 

faculty to overcome obstacles faced by them in carrying out OR projects. 
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