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Previously the concept was to collect 24 hour sputum specimen. We
found that the results were good enough if the specimen collection was
made on the spot. However, the sputum collector has a special
responsibility. The patient�s posturewhile standingmust be that he should
place his arms on his hips while coughing to bring out the sputum. The
collection must be done in shade and the sputum collector must have
wind blowing away from him. I feel that the work done in the NTI
laboratory is of high quality. For e.g., to prepare media, we do not buy
eggs from the local market. A vehicle will go to Hesaraghatta, 26 miles
away, where only fresh eggs are procured and brought for use in the
media. The facilities are very good, as befitting a national laboratory.
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On 31.1.1995, Mr Simeon Ratnadurai retired from services. Here
is what the head of section spoke of him at the felicitation function:

I feel honoured towork alongwithMr Simeon Ratnadurai; so dignified
he was; so unassuming. He never demanded anything for extra work or
special tasks done... He knew all the machines in the laboratory and
maintained them so well. There are some even now in running condition,
some 30 years after commissioning! The machines will not forget him.
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