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Editorial

(W ith the expansion of RNICP activities, surveillance of drug
;

esistance has become crucial especially in view of [imitations about
information on initial drug resistance. In this issue, surveillance of drug
resistance in Mysore district of Karnataka state has been highlighted. Another
area of concern remains TB / HIV co-infection. The available data on TB / HIV
co-infection from India poses a major challenge in the TB control programme

as indicated by the author.

In the field experience section of the bulletin, Shri. H.D Surendra,
Lab Technician has shared his experience during visit to Port Blair (Andaman
¢ Nicobar Islands) where significant improvement in the performance of
technicians has been observed as a result of semsitization programme.
Shri BA. ShivshanKara, Health Visitor has candidly narrated his experience
about agony of a TB patient revealing the social and psychological aspects of

T'B disease in certain segments of our society.

From the institute, continued growth in dissemination of Knowledge has
been reflected through digitization of scientific papers and NII publications
besides bringing out user manual on digital library. Accordingly, launching of
digital library at NIT became a reality on 28th October 2003 with development
of PDA based mobile data collection system as a result of ongoing Health
InterNetwork_India - A pilot project.



Training activities at NII during July - December 2003 increased and
trainees not only from various parts of the country but also from the neighboring

countries are participating. It is envisaged that international training courses
are likely to be a regular feature at NII requiring further improvisation of

infrastructure and related training materials.

For strengthening of I'EC activities under RNICP, advocacy and
awareness on ‘TB continues with its innovative approach by initiating a

network with other schools in slum areas through well-groomed student

ambassadors.

Editor



