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I have been a designated Tuberculin reader
in the above study and my interest was on
tuberculin reactions observed in the community.
In Mayurbhanj district, I felt that strong reactions
of greater than 15mm were evenly distributed in all
clusters. In Sundargarh district, I felt that this was
not the case.  Every cluster was covered by readers
of Team-II western region of district.  Except
Sundargarh Municipality all the other clusters were
rural.  There were not many strong reactions in
rural clusters.  This I felt was very significant.
Prevalence of tuberculosis may be low in that area.

Since I have been given charge as a team
leader and was allotted urban clusters to cover in
“ROURKELA” in Sundargarh District my interest
grew.  We tried a method of arranging tuberculin
reactions by age and  reaction size. Percentage of
strong reaction (>15mm) were more here when
compared with Sundargarh rural.  We also found
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64 (15.8%) children with reaction size ³ 15mm as

against 343 (84.2%) children whose reaction are <

15mm.  It should also be noted that out of 64, 48

cases (i.e.75%), had strong reactions with oedema

and vesicles.  Thus, the  prevalence of tuberculosis

is  more evident here. The agewise distribution of

tuberculin reaction size is given in the table.

As the part of my work,  we interrogated

parents or guardians, who accompanied children

for reading tuberculin reactions. We have found in

most cases that children who are showing strong

reactions had clear history of being contact with

TB patients in the household or nearby

neighbourhood. On the contrary, a lot of children

who showed small reactions do not show a history

of contact with TB cases. So, we can say that the

strong reactions are mostly because of tuberculosis

infection.

1 Member of ARI Survey team of Orissa,‘ under DANTB Project conducted in 2003
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Age in Conf

years 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 erred Total

1 - 14 6 2 - - 1 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 24

2 - 24 7 2 3 1 1 - - - - - 1 - - 1 - - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 42

3 - 26 10 3 1 1 1 2 - - - - - - 1 - 1 - 1 1 - - - 3 - - - - - - - 5 51

4 - 21 10 1 3 - - 1 - 2 - - - - - - 1 1 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 3 42

5 - 22 14 5 - 1 1 - - - - - 1 - - - - - 2 2 2 1 1 - - - - - - - - 7 52

6 - 14 8 1 4 2 - 2 - - 1 - - - - - - - 1 1 1 - - - 1 1 - - - - - 7 37

7 - 15 10 2 4 2 1 - 1 1 - - 1 - - - - 3 2 2 - 2 - - - - - - - - - 6 46

8 - 13 11 4 4 2 - - - 1 1 - - - - 1 - 1 2 2 1 2 - - - - - - - - - 6 45

9 - 14 11 11 4 - 1 2 1 1 1 - - 3 - 1 3 - 2 5 3 - 1 1 2 - - - 1 - - 15 68

TOTAL - 163 87 31 23 9 6 7 2 5 3 - 3 3 1 4 5 5 12 15 7 5 2 4 3 1 - - 1 - - 50 407

ARI Survey in Orissa State - Rourkela Urban clusters

Total No. < 15mm = 343
Percentage of reaction size < 15mm = 84.2%

Total No. ³ 15mm = 64
Percentage of reaction size ³ 15mm  = 15%

TUBERCULIN REACTION SIZE
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