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Editorial

Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNICP) has covered the entire country by the first
quarter of 2006. The programme has now entered in its second phase and aims to consolidate the gains made,

to widen services both in terms of activities and access, besides sustaining the achievements. Special provisions
to reach marginalized sections of the society, including creating demand for services through communication
and social mobilization have been made in the second phase. Performance of RNICP in the country showed
case detection and cure rates of new smear positive cases registered till third quarter of 2007 on expected
lines as analysed by the authors from our Statistical Section. Role of statistics in public health and its
application in making up the surveillance system is well described in another article. The author has also

highlighted the importance of translation of data into relevant information besides its contribution in planning
and evaluation for the better understanding of our readers.

Historically, zoonotic diseases that are naturally transmitted between animal and man including tuberculosis
had a tremendous impact on the evolution of man and their effect on the global economy and health is well
Rnown. There are evidences of IB transmission from animal to man and vice versa, especially in societies
where animals are domesticated and bred for food and clothing. An interesting case report of IB in a
zoological setting have shown the possibility of transmission from animal attendant to a zoo animal, as a
culture positive INH-resistant strain of M.tuberculosis was recovered from the lung tissue of a zoo animal.
As such, zoonotic importance of TB under Indian situation and recommended public health measures has
been suggested by the author in a review article of this Bulletin.

Strengthening of infrastructure at primary health care level and intensive communication based health
education campaigns targeting women in particular have been highlighted in a clinical-epidemiological study
of 1B patients in Dakshina Kannada district of Karnataka. The study carried out in a teaching hospitalin
Mangalore is exemplary of public-private partnership. Its authors also advocate for the timely referral and
prevention of co-morbid conditions which may probably reduce the high mortality rate among IB patients.
In another study carried out at six DOTS centres by the Department of Community Medicine, G.R Medical
College, Gwalior, on the effectiveness of DOTS on IB patients treated under RNICE, observed that high
cure and sputum conversion rates were attributed to the concrete efforts of the health and other support
personnel, in the form of their strict supervision and monitoring along with motivation of IB cases.

Training & supervisory activities at NII continue to increase and comprise of reqular RNTCP modular
training and laboratory related aspects of IB control. This bulletin also provides the abstracts of TB related
articles compiled from other Journals. Other features of this Bulletin cover various Orientation trainings
conducted at N°II for the medical / paramedical / undergraduates besides participation of faculty in other
related activities conducted outside N'I1. A glimpse of N'I1 through News eI Views column of this bulletin

and valuable interaction with the visiting dignitaries are also covered in this issue.

We wish our readers useful reading and hope their feedback will further enhance dissemination of Rnowledge
and experience of others besides building and strengthening our partnership in fight against tuberculosis.
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