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Editorial

It is often difficult to arrive at a prompt and accurate diagnosis in children suspected to be suffering from
tuberculosis (TB). Due to abacillary nature of TB in children, diagnosis poses technical and operational
challenge as there is need for a simple and reliable single test. There are complexities in the interpretation of
tuberculin test and chest X-rays. Children with vague and non-specific symptoms, the high index of suspicion
Is a pre-requisite which can be based on various parameters described by the author in this issue. Currently,
the most used mode of administration of tuberculin is the Mantoux test method. Importance of tuberculin
skin test and its appropriate interpretation besides its in-depth understanding has been well briefed by the
authors who have a vast experience in its field application.

Medical college teachers have a crucial role to play in the implementation of Revised National Tuberculosis
Control Programme (RNTCP), as envisaged from the time of its launch in 1993. Useful information about
adverse outcome in patients that is not always due to drug failure has been provided by the senior faculty
members from SMS Medical College, Jaipur. Appraisal from twenty one such case reports has been well
elaborated by its authors. Another important area of concern, the delay in diagnosis and its consequences,
could result in various complications. This may include more extensive disease, higher mortality, extended
period of infectivity, increased rate of drug resistance in the community etc., as described in a review article
of this bulletin by a Senior faculty from a medical college. We welcome faculty from other medical colleges
too to share their views/expertise which can be disseminated to our readers through this bulletin. Such
efforts can further strengthen our resolve in our joint fight against TB and eliminate this menace from the
country.

Laboratory services continue to remain the fundamental aspect for TB diagnosis. Serious deficiencies in the
laboratory practice may result in poor quality leading to both under and over diagnosis of the disease. This
may expose patients to needless anti-tuberculosis treatment besides its associated stigma. Standard operating
procedures that were followed in a disease prevalence survey conducted by NTI have been well described in
this bulletin by the associated Bacteriologist which can be useful for other laboratory personnel in proper
diagnosis of tuberculosis.

There has been a marked increase in our training activities at NT1 which is in addition to regular RNTCP
Modular Training. Participants with in-campus improvised hostel facility from all over India and abroad are
being trained in various training programmes at NTI through intense interaction during such activities. This
could prove heneficial in long run to reduce the burden of TB in this region. This bulletin also provides the
abstracts of TB related articles compiled from other Journals. Other features of this Bulletin cover various
orientation trainings conducted at NT1 for the medical / paramedical / undergraduates besides participation
of faculty in other related activities conducted outside NTI. A glimpse of NTI through News & Views
column of this bulletin and valuable interaction with the visiting dignitaries are also included in this edition.
We wish our readers useful reading and hope their feedback will further enhance dissemination of knowledge
besides building and strengthening our partnership in the fight against tuberculosis.

Editor
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