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Editorial

Performance of Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNICP) in the different states of India
is evaluated on certain indicators, namely - detection rate, ratio of smear negative to smear positive pulmonary
tuberculosis cases detected, sputum conversion rate and treatment success rate. In this bulletin a cohort
analysis of performance of RNICP in Andhra Pradesh, one of the states in India where 1.4 million cases of
TB were brought under Dots programme in 2006 is published. It has revealed that treatment success rate
was as per the RNICP norms. In order to sustain good RNICP performance in different states of India,
training activities at National Tuberculosis Institute have been contributing in providing well trained
personnel besides imparting training in External Quality Assurance aimed at strengthening state laboratories
for proper diagnosis of tuberculosis.

The millennium development goals for TB control aims to halve TB prevalence and mortality rates by
2015. In one of the studies published in this bulletin the trends of TB-mortality rate have revealed a decline
during 1991 to 2001 in Goa. Tuberculosis mortality was found to be higher among males and urban residents.
The authors were of the opinion that the mortality rates and standardised mortality ratios could be used as
important measurement tools for the evaluation of tuberculosis control programme. In another important
article of the bulletin various simple and inexpensive control measures, that may be useful in preventing TB
transmission in hospital settings, have been described. These infection control strategies include administrative
¢ environmental controls besides personal protection methods and laboratory safety practices. Readers may
find this article practically useful.

Training e supervisory activities at NI continue to increase. Besides reqular RNICP modular training
participants from different states of India were trained in External Quality Assurance (EQA) to strengthen
respective laboratories that form the core of scientific TB diagnostics. In addition participants from abroad
especially SAARC countries are involved through intense interaction during these training activities. This
would prove beneficial in long run to reduce the burden of T'B in this region. This bulletin also provides the
abstracts of T'B related articles compiled from other Journals. Other features of this Bulletin cover various
Orientation trainings conducted at N'I1 for the medical / paramedical /undergraduates besides participation
of faculty in other related activities conducted outside NTI. A glimpse of NT1 through News ¢ Views
column of this bulletin, valuable interaction with the visiting dignitaries and photo documentation of
disease prevalence survey in Nelamangala (Bangalore) conducted by NII are also included in this edition.
We wish our readers useful reading and hope their feedback will further enhance dissemination of Knowledge
and experience of others besides building and strengthening our partnership in fight against tuberculosis.

We are pleased to bring out this addition of the NII bulletin though there was some delay due to
unavoidable circumstances. We wish to bring out future editions in time with the co-operation of the stake

holders and their contribution of the article to this bulletin.

Editor



